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● Works from a new definition of “risk”
● Analyzes the implications of uncertainty for high-risk organizations
● Presents viewpoints of leading researchers from a range of scientific disciplines

About this book

This book explores the implications of acknowledging uncertainty and black swans for
regulation of high-hazard technologies, for stakeholder acceptability of potentially
hazardous activities and for risk governance. The conventional approach to risk assessment,
which combines the likelihood of an event and the severity of its consequences, is poorly
suited to situations where uncertainty and ambiguity are prominent features of the risk
landscape. The new definition of risk used by ISO, “the effect of uncertainty on
[achievement of] one’s objectives”, recognizes this paradigm change. What lessons can we
draw from the management of fire hazards in Edo-era Japan? Are there situations in which
increasing uncertainty allows more effective safety management? How should society
address the risk of potentially planet-destroying scientific experiments?
This book presents insights from leading scholars in different disciplines to challenge
current risk governance and safety management practice.
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As a series edited by FonCSI, the SpringerBriefs in Safety Management present cutting-edge
research results on the management of technological risks and decision-making in high-stakes
settings.
The FonCSI, Foundation for an Industrial Safety Culture, is a public interest research foundation created in 2005,
located in France. The FonCSI finances research projects concerning potentially hazardous industrial activities and
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and NGOs, local government, researchers, industrial firms, trade unions, etc.). Our originality is the interdisciplinary
nature of our activities, in France and internationally, as well as a strong commitment to innovation and to
anticipating tomorrow's issues. www.foncsi.org
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